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Being Thirsty

Last week I had the good fortune to spend three days
learning about the internment of our Japanese American
neighbors during WWII.

It’s the sad but true story of thousands of loyal Americans
who were placed in concentration camps, separated from their
families.

Their homes and businesses were destroyed or sold at fire sale
prices; all because of their particular ethnicity.

Adding insult to injury, the tragic story of the internment of
Americans of Japanese ancestry is a topic that’s hardly ever discussed in our Middle or
High schools. That intentional ignorance creates its own kind of danger, since we can
easily repeat evils that we don't remember committing in the past.

At the end of the day, this conference was a great reminder about how we are so
often defined by how others see us, and how wrong those judgments often are.

Wouldn’t you know it, but “how others see us” is perhaps the central connecting
thread throughout scripture. And it’s here today with this wonderful story of the
Samaritan woman at the well.

She’s a member of a group of people that the Jewish people saw as half-breeds, with
all of the contempt and disgust that that name implies. Think Taliban or Al Qaeda —
or Hillary Clinton if you're a republican, or Donald Trump if you're not, and you get
the idea.

And our Samaritan is not only a member of this group, but she’s also a woman,
and not only a woman, but a five time loser at marriage, now shacked up with fellow
number six.

She’s not only on the outs with the Jewish people, she’s on the outs with her own
people too. Going to the well in those days was a community affair, usually in the
cool of the morning, but she’s there alone, in the heat of the noon day sun. And small
wonder. No one wants to catch what she’s got. And yet, perhaps because of all of that,
she’s tough! She argues with Jesus about who's right in the religion department: her
people or the Jews? But she’s also listening carefully.

Unlike Nicodemus from last week, who pretty much gives up trying to get what
Jesus is saying, this woman hangs in there with Jesus, and before long, she begins to
feel something like water lapping up against her feet.

She begins to see herself not through the eyes of gossiping neighbors or even
through the eyes of her own disappointment; she begins to see herself through the eyes
of Jesus, through the eyes of God. And lo and behold what she sees is a woman who is
loved, who is whole, who is perfect, just the way she is.

She is accepted, just as she is, by that which holds all things together. And in that
acceptance, there is nothing but joy! That’s what Jesus does to people.




The tax collector, the prostitute, the person
covered with sores and disease; when they run into
Jesus, suddenly there is welcome, there is love, there is
wholeness.

No longer defined by other people’s labels, they, just
like our Samaritan woman, see themselves as they truly
are, beloved children of God. And there’s this about
that woman, she’s thirsty, but not for knowledge.

She’s thirsty for wisdom. When you think about it,
the scene today is really a mirror image of
what happened so long ago in the Garden of Eden.

In the garden, the serpent tempts the woman with
the knowledge of good and evil; but Jesus invites the
Samaritan woman to receive wisdom. Eve is run out
of the garden because the knowledge of good and evil,
without the wisdom to use it, creates only pain.

The Samaritan woman, who asks for, and receives,
the gift of wisdom,runs with joy back to her town,
becoming the first missionary to announce Jesus as the
Christ!

She invites everyone to come and see the Messiah,
yet, because she has asked for, and received, the gift of
wisdom, she doesn’t tell them what or how to believe.

She simply shares with them the same marvelous
invitation that Jesus made to his first disciples: Come
and see!

In other words, it’s not so much about “right
doctrine” — but about encountering the one who holds
all things together. It’s not so much about “thinking
right” as it is about embracing the truth of our reality:
that we are all of us the beloved children of a loving
Mpystery in which we all live and breathe and have our
being.

And there is this.

By simply urging her fellow townsfolk to “come and
see” this Samaritan woman rejects the central mistake of
each and every religion.

Each and every religion, each and every
denomination, says loudly and proudly: “The truth
only lives here!”

Fr. Richard Rohr, the Franciscan priest, calls this
display of spiritual arrogance nothing less than: “group
narcissism.”

Which is the very thing Jesus consistently rejects
every day of his ministry. It's why he heals the hated
Roman soldier’s servant.
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It's why he stops to answer the plea of the
gentile Syro-Phoenecian woman for her daughter.
It's why today he spends more time talking

story with this outcast of a Samaritan woman
than with any other person in any of the Gospels.

Jesus comes to break down walls; and he
implores those of us who wish to follow him to
do the same.

Whether those walls are racial, ethnic or religious,
Jesus invites us into a life of unity, into a life of
spirit and truth.

In his encounter with the Samaritan woman
today, Jesus reminds us that we don’t worship to
be entertained — we worship to get to know Jesus
better. Butler Bass, paraphrased.

He reminds us that we don't serve the least
and the lost and the left behind in order to earn
brownie points for heaven, but because we slowly
come to realize that Jesus meets us in their faces!
Id.

And it’s why we take part in Holy
Communion each and every week.

Bread and wine, changed into Christ’s body
and blood, which we then consume, making
Christ part of our very being, so that we may
become Christ in the world!

Accepting, loving, forgiving, serving. It’s a
transformation that occurs slowly and unevenly,
with lots of detours and hiccups.

Perhaps that’s why the story of faith can
only be told in sometimes confusing metaphors,
through parables that make us scratch our heads,
through hints and glances and stories that don’t
always seem quite clear.

Because faith is about changing hearts, and
only a willing heart, a thirsty heart, can change.

While it’s possible to change minds with force
and coercion and propaganda, heart change takes
the meandering road, which is always the slower,
more indirect, the gentler way.

Perhaps that’s why, at the end of the day,
salvation doesn’t depend so much on getting
things right.

It depends on being thirsty.

+amen



BREAKFAST MINISTRY CONTINUES..

Heeding our Bishop's call to keep going with ministries that serve the most vulnerable,
while at the same time protecting our kupuna from this virus menace, Saturday Breakfasts

some musubi and drop ‘em off during the week at the church! We'll refrigerate then nuke
for Saturday give away! Need luncheon meat to make em?

UPDATES ON EVENTS

AARP has suspended its free tax service across the whole country, including here in

WEEKLY SERVICES like Wednesday healing service and totally cool Bible study are
suspended for the time being, as are the Ilocano Wednesday night service and Tongan
Vespers on Sunday evenings.

Sunday Worship Will Be Morning Prayer With a Sermon at 9 AM via Facebook Live.
+ Find Our New GROUP! www.facebook.com/groups/StElizabethHawaii
+ Click on Event "March 22, Sunday 9am Worship, Online”

+ Click on Facebook Live Link




Spiritual Resources

As we work toward on line worship, here is a list of links that may be helpful when you are
feeling the need for some spiritual solace, education or support.

Fr. David's Lenten Series is available on our website, www.stelizabeth720.0rg.

Just go to the home page and click on links in green information section next to calendar.
Each Powerpoint is self-explanatory and will hopefully help in our collective spiritual journey.

“And the peopleisf:yeﬂ'hnme. And read
books, and listened, and rested, and
exercised, and made art, and played

games, and learned new ways of being,
and were still. And listened more deeply.
Some meditated, some prayed, some
danced. Some met their shadows. And -
the people began to think differently. -
And the people healed. And, in the I
absence of people living in ignorant, =
dangerous, mindless, , and heartless ways, |
the earth began to heal. And when the
dagnger passed, @ the people joined 1 ‘
together again, they grieved their losses,
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Wallyhouse continues its services every day except for Sunday.

Feel free to volunteer but only if you're welll We are sanitizing regularly and trying to
keep everyone safe while still caring for the most vulnerable.
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